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Introduction 

English plays an important role in our everyday 

life. There is great utility of English in modern 

world. So, the use of English should be continued 

along with Hindi and other regional languages. 

 

In this land of innumerable regional languages in 

different States, English serves as a link-language 

in the country. Reading literature is a pleasurable, 

entertaining activity that offers readers the potential 

to escape from the troubles of daily life. Above all 

else, literature survives because of its capacity to 

entertain readers. Literature also has the power to 

provoke thought in readers, making it a leisure 

activity that is also intellectually productive. 

Literature also has the power to impart a wide 

variety of experiences to readers. A story can 

expose readers to different places, time periods, 

viewpoints and cultures. Readers can gain 

experiences through literature they would never 

have access to in ordinary life. Literature's ability 

to capture the imagination and depict the lives of 

others also increases readers' ability to empathize 

with others. A study published in the journal 

Science found that readers of literary fiction 

demonstrated an increased ability to infer other 

people's thoughts and emotions. Finally, literature 

helps develop critical-thinking skills. Readings and 

discussions of literature force readers to make 

reasoned judgments about character motivations, 

cause and effect, critical analysis of plot and more. 
Although there’s no one industry which takes 

precedence, English degree graduates are often 

found where strong communication and written 

English skills are top priorities; for example, within 

the worlds of media and publishing. 

 

On the one hand, the widespread demand for good 

communication skills means English literature 

degrees offer lots of potential career paths. But, 

since this is a non-vocational subject, students may 

want to consider gaining work experience during 

their studies – a good way to get a feel for different 

options, and often an essential asset when it comes 

to applying for graduate jobs. 

 

For instance, students who know they want to go 

into magazine publishing upon graduation will 

likely need experience in a similar environment, 

either from an internship undertaken during their 

studies or involvement with a student publication, 

such as a university newsletter, magazine or 

website. 

English Literature as Career or in Workplace 
 

The abolition of English will adversely affect the 

office work. Most office-goers know English, but 

many of them do not know other languages besides 

their mother-tongue or regional language. Thus, 

they communicate with each other in English for 

their everyday work. So, if the office-goers are 

asked to bid goodbye to the English language, they 

will face a great difficulty. 

 

To teach at primary or secondary level, you’ll 

usually need to complete a professional teaching 

qualification and gain some experience working 

with children and/or young adults. For university-

level teaching, you’ll be required to gain at least a 

master’s degree (in the field you wish to teach) and 

often also a PhD; many universities combine 

teaching and research roles. 

 

Careers in teaching and academia can also tie in 

with careers in media. For instance, university 

tutors often submit papers to journals, contribute to 

or author entire books, and comment on 

contemporary issues in the mass media. 

 

How to boost your graduate employability: 

Previous teaching experience (e.g. tutoring, 

mentoring, teaching English abroad); work with 

children and young adults (e.g. mentoring, child-

minding, youth project volunteering); contributions 

to research projects (e.g. research assistant work). 

 

English is not an official language in most 

countries, it is the language most often taught as a 

second language. English is most widely used in 

communicating around the world. The information 

that the researchers gathered about communication 

and English made them realize that the two 

terminologies must be always together. Good 

communication creates a good ambience and 

relationship between everyone in every 

organization especially if it is inside a business 

while English is now required in every company. 

 

Language is now considered a skill, in fact, big 

companies both in Sri Lanka and abroad look for. 

The importance of the English language in the 

workplace continues to be a top concern among 

employers in Sri Lanka, a study reveals. 

 

To every business entity, productivity is of utmost 

importance. A landslide majority of 95% of 

employers believed that better English would 
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improve the productivity of employees, as opposed 

to the 5% who don't. It was not surprising then to 

find that 66% of employers have turned down 

applicants due to a bad command of English while 

a further 26% would do so if necessary. 

 

Importance of Literature as Learners at 
Secondary Level 
 

In this day and age there seems to be a move 

towards secondary school subjects which have a 

strong link to a tertiary course of study. For that 

reason, some parents and some students feel that 

the compulsory study of English Literature, 

especially among the international syllabuses 

offered in the majority of Hong Kong’s 

International schools, is misguided and 

disadvantageous to students, particularly if they are 

second language learners of English. However, 

there are still good reasons for the study of English 

Literature. 

 

Students who study only English Language, with 

its emphasis on reading and writing skills, 

sometimes fail to see the point of studying English 

literature, especially if they have no plans to study 

English or Translation at university. But English 

literature can introduce students to a range of 

aspects, not only of the English language but also 

of English culture. 

 

There are aspects of English culture that are 

encapsulated by English literature. Of course, this 

is quite obvious when studying the works of 

Shakespeare or of writers, poets and playwrights of 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It is, 

however, also true when studying other works of 

English literature. Students can learn about 

allusions and references to different aspects of 

English culture. They can also learn the context 

and meanings of famous quotes and phrases. 

 

Literature provides pleasure to listeners and 

readers. It is a relaxing escape from daily 

problems, and it fills leisure moments. Making 

time for recreational reading and using high-

quality literature help to develop enthusiastic 

readers and improve achievement (Block & 

Mangieri, 2002). According to Rosenblatt (1995, p. 

175), "The power of literature to offer 

entertainment and recreation is still its prime 

reason for survival." Developing a love of 

literature as a recreational activity is possibly the 

most important outcome of a literature program. 

 

Literature builds experience. Children expand their 

horizons through vicarious experiences. They visit 

new places, gain new experiences, and meet new 

people. They learn about the past as well as the 

present and learn about a variety of cultures, 

including their own. They discover the common 

goals and similar emotions found in people of all 

times and places. Two examples of books that 

provide such experiences are Nory Ryan's Song by 

Patricia Reilly Giff, a harsh survival story set in 

Ireland during the potato famine of 1845, and 

Patricia Polacco's The Butterfly, dealing with 

Nazis, resistance, and Jewish persecution during 

World War II. 
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