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Introduction 
Generally, it is said that women in Islam are 

degraded, oppressed. But is the reality? All these 

are misconceptions which are being fabricated by 

biased media. Islam gave woman rights over 14000 

years ago. In 1930s Anne Besant observed that it 

was only last twenty-one years that Christians had 

recognized the right of woman to property but 

Islam had allowed that right all the time. It is really 

shameful to say that Islamic women have no souls. 

Men and women all descendent from a single 

person. Islam talks about equal right to both men 

and women. Gender does not play any part how a 

person should be rewarded and judged. If we look 

towards Biblical reference we come to know that 

Eve is blamed more than Adam for taking fruit 

from the Forbidden Tree and she is more sinful but 

according to Islam both Adam & Eve are equal 

responsible and sinful. When both repented, they 

were forgiven by God. 

 

Review of Literature 
To get a better insight into the gender inequality of 

Muslim women, a brief review of the available 

studies on inequality of women is presented. This 

review includes a few related studies carried out 

abroad and a few fragmentary pieces of information 

available form studies carried out in India. It 

focuses on the findings of these studies with regard 

to the socio-economic, political, legal, family and 

religious dimensions of inequality of women. The 

intended to identify gaps in the study, which would 

help raise some issues for detailed discussion. 

 

Studies have been conducted on women’s position 

in society and in the family. These tried to address 

issues like; recognition of power and its 

implications, discussion of power in original 

thoughts to identify and applied models to explain 

the relation between power of women in the family. 

Methodology used in these studies is documentary. 

They have indicated that due to social changes, 

male domination is changing within the family 

sphere, and, with women’s involvement in the 

decision–making process, gender inequality in the 

family is being undermined (Sarookani, 2006; 

Mahmoodian, 2004). Another study of gender 

consciousness conducted by Azamzade (2003) 

demonstrates that some factors such as structural, 

demographical, women’s experiences; ideological 

tendencies and attitudes are mostly responsible for 

shaping gender consciousness. Along with factors 

ideological prejudgments, life conditions in 

adulthood, cultural and gender socialization, access 

to some resources such as education for women,  
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women’s authority in the family and society are 

considered to be important factors affecting gender 

identity and consciousness. Despite the fact that 

social attentiveness towards gender inequality has 

grown remarkably, reaction of the public especially 

women is still uncertain. For instance, it is not clear 

how Iranian women with different background 

evaluate their position in the family and social 

hierarchy (Azamzade, 2003). 

 

Women are part of the population and their 

position is important in development process of 

countries. Improving their status is a necessary 

condition for their sustainable development. To 

attain this goal many efforts have been made to 

empower women throughout the world (Enayat, 

2005). A survey on women’s demand for Higher 

Education and investments in female 19 education 

in Iran was conducted using both quantitative and 

qualitative methods. This research investigates an 

increase in number of women in higher education. 

It suggests that after the Iranian revolution of 1979, 

the number of women in higher education has 

increased substantially. On the other hand, it 

indicates that investment in female education not 

only reduces the gender gap, but also leads to 

greater efficiency, increasing production, and 

higher income. The findings reveal that increased 

education similarly affects the wage levels. 

However, greater investment in higher levels of 

education (because of increasing financial and 

opportunity costs) produce lower returns. 

Additionally, economists believe that female 

education has a higher social return because of the 

important role educated women play in promoting 

the health, well-being, and education of their 

children (Movahed, 2003). 

 

Studies on relationship of gender roles perception 

and gender contentment were conducted in Tehran. 

One such study gathered data through 

questionnaires on a sample group of over 500 high 

schools’ students. Research findings demonstrate 

significant differences among girls and boys in 

such a way that gender beliefs among boys in 

comparison to girls were more nonstereotyped. If 

born again, girls wished more than boys to have a 

different sex. This shows an indication of girls 

being less content than boys about their gender. 

Considering that girls with active and social 

characteristics and behaviours, and boys with 

emotional characteristics and behaviour were more 

frequently criticized, it seems gender stereotyping 

is a prevalent practice in the society and getting 

away from abnormality (Zohrevand, 2001). 

 

Equal Right of Knowledge 
Knowledge is compass of life it give us vision to 

know, to anticipated and prepares us for every 

event in our life. We are endowed by nature with a 

great tool i.e. our mind. The Prophet said 

“Education is compulsory for every Muslim (either 

Men or Women) it is not for a single sex”. At the 

time of Prophet great female Scholars existed and 

honoured. According to Prophet Knowledge is 

important to everyone because through the gateway 

of knowledge one can take simple decision in 

her/his life. To pursue spiritual’s goals or material 

goals, one requires right knowledge and it is equal 

right to all. The difference between knowledge and 

ignorance is very slight. Ignorance is not absence 

of knowledge but absence of right knowledge. The 

knowledge that does not serve the purpose, cannot 

be considered the right knowledge. One should 

know how to use this. So, it is compulsory for both. 

 

Equal Right to Choose Spouse 
Marriage is a vow which two individuals take 

before Holy God, which is legal and formally 

recognized. If we go back in ancient time, we can 

clearly see that people did not get chance to choose 

their life partner. If someone dare to choose the 

partner, the results were devastating. It was a 

matter of honor. A woman was never given this 

honor to choose her partner.  But Islam has always 

honored women by giving them the right to choose 

a life partner. There is no prohibition even for 

woman like man. At the time of Prophet 

Mohammad, a woman came to him and said that 

her father had married her to her cousin to raise his 

social standing and she had been forced into it. The 

Prophet sent for the girl’s father and in his 

presence, he gives the girl the option of remaining 

married or nullifying the marriage but the girl 

responded that she had accepted what her father 

had done but she wanted to show other woman that 

they should not be forced into a marriage. 

 

Spiritual Rights 
Spirituality is a broad concept it means quality of 

being concerned with the human spirit and soul as 

oppose to material and physical things. The shift in 

priorities allow us to embrace our spirituality in a 

more profound way. It is a process of reformation 

which aims to recover the original shape of a 

person. On the basis of spirituality both men & 

women are equal responsible for paying religious 

services like praying 5 times Namaz each day, 

fasting during the Holy month of Ramadhan and 

every Muslim who is physically and financially 

able-making at least one pilgrimage to holy city 

Mecca. Men cannot pay religious services on the 

behalf of women and same as with men. If one do 

righteous things, one’s will be rewarded for deeds. 

Whatever deeds are good or bad. 

 

Economical Rights 
Economical rights include right to work, the right 

of an adequate standard of living, including food, 

clothing and housing, the right to physical and 
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mental health, the right to social security, and the 

right to a healthy environment. Islam is known to 

guide its followers of their lives including all 

aspects. It is believed that it is a responsibility of a 

male to take care of female. The girls is the 

responsibility of her father, brother before marriage 

but after marriage she is being taken care of by her 

husband. In case, the absence of these people she 

will be looked after by the Muslim society. It is not 

mandatory for a woman to work, earn for her 

family yet she is being permitted to do so as 

equalise economic right. Mahar or Dower is a sum 

of money or other property to be paid to the wife. 

The Mahar belongs to wife and she can deal with it 

in the manner she likes it. Neither her husband nor 

husband’s relative can dictate her in matter of using 

the Mahar money or property. Furthermore, if 

women are very rich, even it is duty of her husband 

to provide everything for new life. 

 

Educational Rights 
The right to education has been recognized as a 

human right. It is recognized as a free, compulsory 

education for all. The right to education also 

includes a responsibility to provide basic 

educations for individuals who have not completed 

primary education from school and college level. 

The first revealed by Allah to all human kind “it 

was IQRA”.it was to read.it is obligatory to acquire 

knowledge for everyone. The Prophet specially told 

the parents to educate their children specially their 

daughters even it is a duty of a husband to give 

education to his wife especially religious education. 

The first wife of Prophet Mohammad was a big 

business person who was well qualified. Another 

wife of the Prophet was a great Scholar who was 

known for her extra ordinary memory and 

knowledge about the religion as well as the society. 

 

Social Rights 
Social rights are those rights arising from the social 

contract, in contrast to natural rights which arise 

from natural law, but before the establishment of 

legal rights by the positive law. From a legal 

standpoint several approaches exercise and 

guarantee. Social right under the constitution are 

the rights of subject, this assures that the public 

receives equal distribution of collective and private 

interest. 

 

Generally, girl child is being killed in her mother’s 

womb. Female infanticide is the deliberate killing 

of new born female child.in countries in the history 

of female infanticide, the modern practice of sex 

selective abortion is often discussed as a closely 

relates issue.it is major concern in India and china. 

Allah does not only prohibit the killing of female 

child but also rebuke and badly criticise the thought 

of a person who become sad at the news of birth of 

a baby girl. People arrange feast, distribute sweets 

and celebrate the birth of a son but if a girl is born 

they became sad even a woman is blamed for 

giving birth to a girl.  But Islam does not allow this 

in society. 

 

Man and woman are equal but not identical. their 

physiology, psychology and biology all are not 

alike they are dependent on each another. They are 

two legs of compass one is outer leg and the other 

is inner leg.to encircle the lie both legs are 

essential, without the one the other is useless.so 

according to Islam equal roles are given to both of 

them. It is a complete code of life.it gives equal 

rights to man and woman. This equal terminology 

can be easily understood with the example of 

compass. Unfortunately, non-Islamic world spread 

lots of misconception about women rights and the 

situation and their situation in different phase of 

life. But Islam is not prejudice and it clears that 

women are equal in spirituality, worth and 

education.it is very common to abuse the woman 

with dirty names calling her prostitute but 

according to Islam if someone raises questions the 

chastity and modesty of a women it will not 

acceptable at any cost. This is how women are 

protected in the society. Woman who are facing 

problem not because of lacks of rights in Islam but 

due to male driven, illiterate societies. Islam 

provides women respect, honour and safety. 
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