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FEMINISM: WOMEN WRITING IN INDIA 

Neetika*  

Introduction 
There was also a time when it was a sin to hold a pen 

for women. Writing was thought to be a male bastion 

only. Woman was the queen of her four walls and a 

roof under which she could do anything feminine but 

not writing that was only a masculine task. Mary 

Shelley’s most popular science fiction Frankenstein 

was first published anonymously. Mary Ann Evans 

used the pseudonym George Eliot to write her novels. 

Robert Southy had told Charlotte Bronte that 

“literature cannot be the business of women’s life and 

it ought not to be” (108). The fact that religion, class, 

race and color do make a vital difference in the 

condition of women was proved soon. While the 

white and privileged women of the continent got into 

limelight by means of their writings, women 

belonging to third world still had their voice unheard. 

The second half of twentieth century witnessed a 

whole galaxy of writers from third world who were 

ready to speak about heir country and culture. 

Though the English novel remained male-dominated 

for quite sometime in the India as all the major 

English novelists in the pre-independence 

period were men, yet in post-independent India there 

appeared on the horizon of the English novel a 

number of women writers who made a significant 

contribution to the field and enriched it a great deal. 

The post-independence period evinces the creative 

release of the feminine sensibility and marks the 

glorious beginning of the literary emancipation 

of women. These writers portrayed the characters of 

the women existing in the Indian society. Women in 

these societies are perceived to be warm gentle, 

decent, dependent and submissive, ready to accept 

anything imposed by man and able to adjust to any 

situation. In fact these kinds of women are preferred, 

while women who are of an independent nature, bold, 

brave and dominating are not liked and accepted by 

these societies. Even the customs and traditions 

followed by most religions in these countries are pro-

men and are not woman friendly. However, because 

of western education and influences, women in these 

societies are trying to change themselves. They want 

to break the age-old subjugations which are imposed 

on them. They don't want to remain within the four 

walls of their houses any longer but want to have  

their own identities and names. Writing is relieving to 

the mind of the writer, and when it is written from 

heart in an uninhibited manner it becomes  

 

 

therapeutic. This applies to the works of many 

women writers. The increase of women writers 

writing in English in the India has also greatly 

contributed to the development of women. Many 

social reformers have emerged who have worked 

hard to raise the status of women and it is due to their 

efforts that women have started emerging in all the 

spheres of lifelike science, technology, the 

bureaucracy, politics, sports, and also in the creative 

domain like literature, cinema , media, etc. Literature 

which was earlier almost a monopoly of males has 

been one domain where women have become 

conspicuous. Meena Shiradwadkar writes in this 

context: Literature, which until recently was male 

dominated has started reflecting the sparks that have 

emanated from this struggle of the woman to be 

herself. (20) There is a long line of women writers, 

both of great quality and depth like Kamala 

Markandaya, Nayantara Sehgal, Ruth Prawar 

Jhabvala, Santha Rama Rao, Attia Hussain, Padmini 

Sen Gupta, Nargis Dalal, Mrinalini Sarabhai, Anita 

Desai, Gita Mehta, Shashi Deshpande to mention a 

few.  

 

As Shashi Lyer Comments 
“The women novelists have made a defiant 

contribution in their intuitive and clear perception of 

a women's role in society and her problems. Jhabvala 

gives penetrating analyses of domestic fiction, Attia 

Hussain the intense life of a Muslim girl in purdah 

and its collision with the modern world, Kamala 

Markandaya in her Silence of   Desire presents a 

subtle study of the husband-wife relationship. Two 

Virgins is a sensitive portrayal of a first growing 

awareness of the adult worlds, and the irrevocable 

loss of childhood”. (3) They have shown them as 

embodiments of love, beauty, purity, faithfulness and 

many such qualities. They have shown them both as 

weak and noble characters but not as characters filled 

with boldness and strength. And so it was for the 

woman writers to depict a realistic picture of 

women’s characters and lives. A close study of many 

women novelists clearly shows that they are unique 

in their ways. Though they speak in different voices, 

their motives are the same. Their writing styles may 

be different from each other but their attitudes are 

similar. They believe that women are human beings 

like men and not inferior creatures. The customs and 

 the traditions existing in patriarchal society 

should be changed. They have shown the situation of 

women in their writings in their society. Even today 
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in many places, women are confined to the four walls 

of the house and are without any freedom to acquire 

education. In society they are often treated as objects 

or show-pieces with no identity. In most of the 

places there is no celebration on the birth of a baby 

girl and in many places brides are burnt for not 

bringing dowry. Even the killing of a female child 

before its birth female-feticide is prevalent. In rape 

cases, the guilty person generally goes scot-free. 

Although many reformer shave tried to change social 

norms and conditions and they have been able to 

succeed in their aims to a certain extent, but still there 

are many evil practices prevalent in society. The New 

Woman inspired by western ideas and education is 

trying to free herself from all kinds of irrational 

confinements. But there are different ways employed 

by men to thwart them and religion is one 

such weapon. Mostly women are feminist writers and 

their writing reflects the spirit of the new woman, 

who is not ready to com- promise and is ready to 

raise her voice against injustice and the atrocities 

done towards her. The time has come to change the 

inequalities existing in society, for only then will 

there be a world of freedom and justice for all. These 

women attempt, in their writings, to bring such a 

world, closer. 
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