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Abstract 
The purpose of education can be seen as producing 

quality education as well as a knowledgeable and 

skilled population. But, now a day’s corruption has 

spread its roots in education system also. In this 

paper I want to draw the attention towards how 

corruption penetrate into the Indian education 

system, their impacts and the ways how to cure this to 

make education system more effective and efficient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Education in India is seen as one of the ways to 

upward social mobility. Good education is seen as 

stepping stone to a high flying career. Education 

system in India currently represents a great paradox. 

On the one hand we have IITs and IIMs that rank 

among the best institutes in the world and on the 

other hand there are number of schools in the country 

that don’t even have the basic infrastructure. Even 

after more than 60 years after independence we are 

far away from the goal of universal literacy.  

Moreover the Jawaharlal University, Delhi 

University, Allahabad University, Banaras Hindu 

University and the Patna University are also regarded 

as good higher educational institutes for doing 

postgraduates courses and research in science, 

humanities and social sciences. The strength of any 

nation depends on its educational system-especially 

its academic institutions as well as research activities.  

In ancient India, the gurukuls were dedicated to 

achieve the highest ideals of complete human 

development that included physical, mental, spiritual 

development as well as leading to God-realization. 

On the other hand modern educational institutions 

have their primary emphasis on money making and 

materialism instead of concept of complete human 

development. There was a time when corruption was 

only in government offices, police stations etc. but 

now a days, corruption has spread its roots in 

educational system also. Now schools are not a 

temple of education but they have become the shops 

of poor quality education. 

 

Reasons of Corruption in Education System 
Hallak and Poisson (2001) define corruption in 

education as” the systematic use of public office for 

private benefit whose impact is significant on access, 

quality or equity in education.” Corrupt practices in 

education include bribes and illegal fees for 

admission and examination; academic fraud; 

withholding teacher salaries; preferential promotion 

and placement; teacher absenteeism and many others 

reasons of corruption in education system which are 

as follows: 

 Lack of moral responsibility- Moral 

responsibility usually refers to the ideas that a 

person has moral obligation in some situation. 
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  Society generally holds people responsible for 

their action. We as a teacher have the duty to 

teach in the class 

 regularly. 

 Privatization of Education- Privatization of 

education has emerged in several forms in the 

recent decade in India. Many private institutions 

have started courses on many discipline without 

basic infrastructure and qualified teaching 

faculties. Similarly mushrooming and several 

practices have been noticed in engineering, 

medical, nursing, pharmacy and management 

discipline and faculties in many private 

institutions are compelled to sign on affidavit 

that they are being paid as per UGC scale, 

although thry are not even paid half of what is 

recommended by the government. 

 Demographic factor- Those who can be able to 

get admission in the institution by offering some 

bribe to the person concern, depriving the other 

who has not be able to do so. Due the lack of 

infrastructure the employee of the institution 

demand the guardian a huge amount of donation 

and the guardian are forced in order to secure the 

seat in the institution. 

 Process of admission- Most Indian education 

institutes whether they are college or schools, get 

donation for admission in institutes under the 

name of management seats quota. They are 

abusing the noble word “donation” to get bribes 

for the admissions. These institutes also 

according to their own interest. Many students 

have ability to perform their best but this 

educational privatization is indirectly depriving 

the child from taking education. 

 Institute Affiliation- All educational institutes are 

governed by regular bodies like UGC, AICTE, 

MCI etc. These governing bodies from rules, 

regulations and guidelines from time to time 

regulate the functioning of educational institutes. 

Presently many education institutions do not 

fulfill the eligibility criteria of affiliation to these 

regulatory bodies because they do not have 

minimum teaching staff, laboratory and 

equipments are prescribed by the regulatory body 

even they do not fulfill minimum demands of 

basic facilities for essentials like water, 

electricity, ventilation, toilets, sewerage etc. 

 Higher cost of living- Cost of living is the cost of 

maintaining a certain standard of living. 

Maintaining their cost of living tend to raise 

corruption. Corruption in educational sector 

deeply rooted nowadays. Many people are of the 

opinion that the quality of education in private 

institution is better than in government 

institutions. 

 Examination malpractices- Examinations are the 

best tool for an objective assessment and 

evaluation of students, but different kind of 

malpractices are prevailing in the examination 

process i.e., unfair means activity cheating, pt 

favoritism in internal assessment or in practical 

examinations and bribery in result preparations. 

Institutions are always engaged in welcoming of 

external examiners and never give fair attention 

to conduct examination in proper manner. Many 

institute give valuable gifts to external examiners 

through collection made by students after 

completion of examinations. This does not only 

make the students lazy and corrupt but also 

suppress their talent. 

 Lack of moral responsibility- Moral 

responsibility usually refers to the ideas that a 

person has moral obligation in some situation. 

Society generally holds people responsible for 

their action. We as teacher have the duty to teach 

in the class regularly. But the various studies say 

that absenteeism is one of the factors responsible 

for so called corruption in educational sector. 

 Student scholarship- The student scholarship 

system in India suffers highly from corruption 

and fake nominee’s poses great threat to the 

eligible candidates and causes delay and loss in 

scholarship money. 

 Private tuitions- In present time, most of the 

curriculums given more emphasis on academic 

section which do not fulfill the overall 

development of the students. Students take 

private tuitions to complete their syllabus and 

shrink the overall development and innovative 

thinking of them. 

 

Prevention of Corruption in Education System 

Corruption in educational institutions cannot be 

prevented by taking occasional measure in piecemeal 

fashion. Effective approach is to be established in an 

educational institute by incorporating moral and 

ethical values. This means applying and integrating 

ethical values and concepts with day to day activities 

of the institution. Corruption in educational system 

can be eradicated with the help of following ways of 

prevention of corruption in education system: 

 Teaching of ethics in academic staff training 

program- The teaching training program  

including the rules, regulation, morality, ethics 

etc.  

 Establishment of ethics in Academic Staff 

training program- A code is statement of 

policies, principles or rules that guide the 

behavior of people. A code of ethics is a 

statement that describes the general value 
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system, the ethical principles and specific ethical 

rules that apply to an institution. 

 Checks and Balances- A committee should be 

appointed to consider the ethical dimension of 

the education institution. The committee should 

conduct periodic visit to the institution. Report of 

such committee will provide the basis for 

executive decision. 

 Establishment of code of ethics as a part of 

institutional policy- A code is statement of 

policies, principles or rules that guides the 

behavior of people. A code of ethics is a 

statement that describes the general value 

system, the ethical principles and specific ethical 

rules that apply to an institution. 

 
Conclusion 
Education is necessary condition for the achievement 

of the development of the society. Corruption in the 

education system shakes the confidence and reduces 

the ability and willingness of wide parts of society to 

become involved in democratic processes. Corrupt 

practices in the education system have declined the 

ethical values among students and shatter confidence 

in the quality and quantities of the education system. 

To ensure that the privatization of services does not 

open the door to new corruption, the procedure and 

polices behind the privatization procedure must be 

carefully devised and rendered “watertight” in this 

regard. These professional must be under the control 

of government.  
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