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reception of their novels by both the public and
publishers can be influenced by their demographics
or identity; important among these culturally
constructed identities are gender, sexual identity,
social class, race or ethnicity, nationality, religion,
and an association with place. Similarly, some
novelists have creative identities derived from their
focus on different genres of fiction, such as crime,
romance or historical novels. Indian English
Literature (IEL) refers to the body of work by
writers in India who write in the English language
and whose native or co-native language could be
one of the numerous languages of India. Its early
history began with the works of R. K. Narayan,
Mulk Raj Anand and Raja Rao who contributed to
Indian fiction in the 1930s. It is also associated
with the works of members of the Indian diaspora,
such as V. S. Naipaul, Kiran Desai, Jhumpa Lahiri,
Agha Shahid Ali, Rohinton Mistry and Salman
Rushdie, who are of Indian descent.

Introduction
Socio economic status is an economic and
sociological combined total measure of a person's
work experience and of an individual's or family's
economic and social position in relation to others,
based on income, education, and occupation.
Socioeconomic status is typically broken into three
levels (high, middle, and low) to describe the three
areas a family or an individual may fall into. When
placing a family or individual into one of these
categories, any or all of the three variables
(income, education, and occupation) can be
assessed.
Additionally, low income and education have been
shown to be strong predictors of a range of
physical and mental health problems, including
respiratory viruses, arthritis, coronary disease, and
schizophrenia. These problems may be due to
environmental conditions in their workplace, or, in
the case of mental illnesses, may be the entire
cause of that person's social predicament to begin
with Socioeconomic status (SES) is often
measured as a combination of education, income
and occupation. It is commonly conceptualized as
the social standing or class of an individual or
group. When viewed through a social class lens,
privilege, power and control are emphasized.
Furthermore, an examination of SES as a gradient
or continuous variable reveals inequities in access
to and distribution of resources. SES is relevant to
all realms of behavioral and social science,
including research, practice, education and
advocacy.

English Indian two Novelists
Arundhati Roy was born in Shillong, Meghalaya,
India, to Rajib Roy, a Bengali Hindu tea plantation
manager from Calcutta and Mary Roy, a Malayali
Syrian Christian women's rights activist from
Kerala. When she was two, her parents divorced
and she returned with her mother and brother to
Kerala. For a time, the family lived with Roy's
maternal grandfather in Ooty, Tamil Nadu. When
she was 5, the family moved back to Kerala, where
her mother started a school.
Roy attended school at Corpus Christi, Kottayam,
followed by the Lawrence School, Lovedale, in
Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu. She then studied architecture
at the School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi,
where she met architect Gerard da Cunha. The two
lived together in Delhi, and then Goa, before they
broke up.

A novelist is an author or writer of novels, though
often novelists also write in other genres of both
fiction and non-fiction. Some novelists are
professional novelists, thus make a living writing
novels and other fiction, while others aspire to
support themselves in this way or write as an
avocation. Most novelists struggle to get their
debut novel published, but once published they
often continue to be published, although very few
become literary celebrities, thus gaining prestige or
a considerable income from their work.

Salman Rushdie is a British Indian novelist and
essayist. His second novel, Midnight's Children
(1981), won the Booker Prize in 1981 and was
deemed to be "the best novel of all winners" on
two separate occasions, marking the 25th and the
40th anniversary of the prize. Much of his fiction is
set on the Indian subcontinent. He combines
magical realism with historical fiction; his work is
concerned with the many connections, disruptions,
and migrations between Eastern and Western
civilizations.

Novelists come from a variety of backgrounds and
social classes, and frequently this shapes the
content of their works. Public reception of a
novelist's work, the literary criticism commenting
on it, and the novelists' incorporation of their own
experiences into works and characters can
lead to the author's personal life and identity being
associated with a novel's fictional content. The
environment within which a novelist works and the

Rushdie was born in Bombay, then British India,
into a Muslim family of Kashmiri descent. He is
the son of Anis Ahmed Rushdie, a Cambridge-
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educated lawyer-turned-businessman, and Negin
Bhatt, a teacher. Rushdie has three sisters. He
wrote in his 2012 memoir that his father adopted
the name Rushdie in honour of Averroes (Ibn
Rushd). He was educated at Cathedral and John
Connon School in Mumbai, Rugby School in
Warwickshire, and King's College, University of
Cambridge, where he read history. His father Anis
Rushdie was rusticated from the Indian Civil
Service (ICS) after the British government found
out that he had fudged his date of birth.

Academy of Letters for her collection of essays on
contemporary issues, The Algebra of Infinite
Justice but she declined to accept it "in protest
against the Indian Government toeing the US line
by 'violently and ruthlessly pursuing policies of
brutalisation of industrial workers, increasing
militarisation and economic neo-liberalisation'. In
November 2011, she was awarded the Norman
Mailer Prize for Distinguished Writing.

Conclusion
Social caste influences individuals' opportunities to
income-generating work and asset ownership. The
counterintuitive association between sex imbalance
and
socioeconomic
status
suggest
that
improvements in economic growth and educational
achievements alone are unlikely to normalize the
sex imbalances in India. The evidence presented in
this study suggests that mere improvements in
economic growth and educational achievements
alone are unlikely to normalize the sex imbalance
in India.

Socio Economic Status of two Novelists
Rushdie has had a string of commercially
successful and critically acclaimed novels. His
2005 novel Shalimar the Clown received, in India,
the prestigious Hutch Crossword Book Award, and
was, in the UK, a finalist for the Whitbread Book
Awards. It was shortlisted for the 2007
International Dublin Literary Award.
In his 2002 non-fiction collection Step Across This
Line, he professes his admiration for the Italian
writer Italo Calvino and the American writer
Thomas Pynchon, among others. His early
influences included Jorge Luis Borges, Mikhail
Bulgakov, Lewis Carroll, Günter Grass, and James
Joyce. Rushdie was a personal friend of Angela
Carter's and praised her highly in the foreword of
her collection Burning your Boats Rushdie was the
President of PEN American Center from 2004 to
2006 and founder of the PEN World Voices
Festival.

References
1.

2.

3.

He opposed the British government's introduction
of the Racial and Religious Hatred Act something
he writes about in his contribution to Free
Expression Is No Offence, a collection of essays by
several writers, published by Penguin in November
2005.

4.

5.

Arundhati Roy responded to the U.S. military
invasion of Afghanistan, finding fault with the
argument that this war would be a retaliation for
the September 11 attacks: "The bombing of
Afghanistan is not revenge for New York and
Washington. It is yet another act of terror against
the people of the world." According to her, US
president George W. Bush and UK Prime Minister
Tony Blair were guilty of a Big Brother kind of
doublethink. Roy was awarded the Sydney Peace
Prize in May 2004 for her work in social
campaigns and her advocacy of non-violence
January 2006, she was awarded the Sahitya
Akademi Award a national award from India's

6.

7.

2

Smith GD, Hart C, Watt G, Hole D,
Hawthorne V. Individual social class, areabased deprivation, cardiovascular disease risk
factors, and mortality: the Renfrew and Paisley
Study. J Epidemiol Community Health.
1998;52:399–405.
Marmot MG, Kogevinas M, Elston MA.
Social/economic status and disease. Annu Rev
Public Health. 1987;8:111–135.
Kaplan GA. People and places: contrasting
perspectives on the association between social
class and health. Int J Health Serv.
1996;26:507–519.
Feinstein JS. The relationship between
socioeconomic status and health: a review of
the literature. Milbank Q. 1993;71:279–322.
Mohan VR, Muliyil J. Mortality patterns and
the effect of socioeconomic factors on
mortality in rural Tamil Nadu, south India: a
community-based cohort study. Trans R Soc
Trop Med Hyg. 2009;103:801–806.
Nayar KR. Social exclusion, caste & health: a
review based on the social determinants
framework. Indian J Med Res. 2007;126:355–
363.
Murthi M, Guio A, Dreze J. Mortality,
fertility, and gender bias in India: a districtlevel analysis. Population and Development
Review. 1995;21:745–782.

