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QUEST FOR HARMONY IN THE NOVELS OF KAMALA MARKANDYA 
*
Dr. Sunita Chaudhary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest for Harmony in the Poverty 
Poverty is the everyday reality of the characters in 

Nectar in a Sieve. Poverty is not an abstract 

concept that one can really think about. It is like a 

wolf at the door that must constantly be staved off. 

Poverty is so dire in this novel that characters do 

not have the luxury to ruminate on it. The home is 

a place of stability in the novel. The home 

represents safety and protection but it is also the 

keeper of people’s larger life.  When Rukmani 

packs up her home to go, she lives it physically 

because her home was always in her memory, it 

travels with her as she struggles to pray. Ultimately 

Nathan and Rukmani dream of returning their 

home, and to the memory of life they had once. She 

cried out despair. A Handful of Rice portrays the 

socio-culture economic clash more vividly then 

previous home. Ravi left his home to seek better 

existence in the city. Kamala gives a graphic 

representation of an Indian village where its people 

between bouts of genteel and actual poverty. The 

babies were dying of tuberculosis, fever. Ravi find 

poverty in city also. No sympathy is shown for 

poor in city also. 

 

Harmony between Possession and Freedom 
The Golden Honeycomb (1977) portrays the 

declined end fall of Indian prince. We come across 

many British possessions. The Golden Honeycomb 

reveals the best imaginative efforts of Kamala and 

her brilliant craftsmanship. It gives vivid 

description of pomp and glory. Luxurious life of 

Indian princess, darbar and other royalty. The title 

of the novel suggests that both the Indian and 

British princess are cocooned from reality. And 

that the novel thus created by them soon stars 

crumbling in face of stiff opposition from the 

masses. The British adopts divide and rule policy. 

They use to maintain imperialism in India but at 

last they had to go before. Kamala portrays of 

exploitation in possession (1963). The changing 

counters of human relationship are the core of 

Kamala Markandaya’s novel thus. She maintains 

harmony between possession and freedom.      

 

Quest for Harmony among Race 
Some inner fury has quest for among different 

races. She shows east west encounter in it. Some 

Inner Fury is the best projection in its depiction of 

cultural clash. She repeated the theme of 

conformation between two cultures. The east west 

encounter is part of the Indian experience as a 

legacy from authors colonial tradition. Kamala 

Markandaya’s fiction word is crowded by character 

of every kind who represents a typical cross section 
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Abstract 
Indian novelists in English have either glorified 

and idealized their woman or have exposed their 

pathetic and pitiable plight. In the novels dealing 

with east-west encounters, they project the best 

of their cultural heritage, the quintessence of 

their Country's transcendental traditional values, 

embodies in back drop, they are Damini armed 

with indomitable courage and unflinching 

determination. Women are often found trapped 

in a myth of the wife and mother or the animal: 

May be she had been an animal, only a nice 

obedient, domestic one, sitting on a cushion, 

doing as she was told. And in return she had 

been fed and sheltered. Kamla Purnaiya Taylor, 

who often writes under the pen name Kamala 

Markandaya, was born in Bar 1924. Her family 

was Brahmin, the highest caste in Hindu society. 

She was educated at the University of Madras, 

India and worked briefly for a weekly 

newspaper before emigrating to England in 

1948. There is a husband with whom she lived 

today in London. They have one daughter. 

Markandaya has made England her home, but 

than also she has made many visits to prolific 

writer and has published fill today ten novels: 

Nectar in Sieve, 1954, Some Inner Fury (1955), 

A Silence of Desire (1960), Possession (1963). 

A Handful of Rice (1966), The Coffer Dames 

(1969), The Nowhere Man 1972, Two Virgins 

(1973), Golden Honey Comb (1977) and 

Pleasure City (1987). 

 

She has written short stories and other 

miscellaneous articles also that have apparel in 

magazines and journals. He concern are largely 

sociology, her novels, therefore explore the 

issues regarding human relationship in term of 

the part played by the social, economic and 

political forces 
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of India. These characters are destined to act, speak 

and think in particular ways. They are determined 

by their social class. It is class consciousness which 

is at the root of fictional tension and moral 

polemics in the work of Markandaya. Her sensitive 

character fight against destiny in the face of 

anguish and suffering. While most of the character 

particularly woman choose to suffer the destiny in 

calm of acceptance of pain and humiliation. India is 

a country where woman is regarded as inferior in 

mind and superior in heart. She has portrayed 

twentieth century woman as she is progressing in 

all fields of life. Kamala has tried to show the 

plight of woman who cops up between tradition 

and modernism.  

 

In a Silence of Desire she explores the tension 

between east and west, superstitious and science, a 

faith and reason, tradition and progress in a 

profound manner. A Silence of Desire depicts the 

unconscious desire of a housewife, to fight decay 

of herself within the material relationship. She 

protests unconsciously. But in manner approved by 

the society. Sarojini in A Silence of Desire fights 

against the male force or society at large, while 

performing as a wife and mother. 

 

The common experience is that material fidelity is 

maintained only in the face of temptation. The 

strong motive can make use of the perpetual 

material which betrays unconsciousness of same 

kind in partner. A Silence of Desire offers the hope 

of new comprehension of self integration, the 

modern and traditional way for better future. The 

good old days written with the fusion of opposing 

ideas.    

 

Quest for Harmony between Country and 
Town 
Two Virgins (1973) Markandaya’s eight novel 

describes the adolescent awakening of two sisters 

belonging to a lower middle class family of a 

south Indian village. The problem that 

Markandaya has taken is central to her thought—

the struggle between village and city, between pre 

and post independence, between old and new, 

between traditional eastern and modern western 

ways. In the characters of Two Virgins, 

Markandaya has presented the same kind of lure 

for the city, as we have seen in Ravi in A Handful 

of Rice and in the sons of Rukmani in Nectar in a 

Sieve. 

 

It was the challenge before post-independence 

India to consolidate and preserve the new form of 

society that still was in the grip of poverty, 

ignorance and backwardness. People had to work 

hard to make India free of all these evils. However, 

those who took participation in the movement for 

freedom, not an insignificant number, though at the 

lower cadre, belonged to India’s villages. Appa was 

one of them. So was Appa’s idol, Rangu. Both had 

been fighting for independence, not like some as 

Appa said bootlickers, who had fawned upon the 

Sahibs for crumbs from their tables. The British 

packed; those who had fought for the freedom of 

India were rewarded. Sometimes he (Appu) told 

the villagers that he fought for the country and at 

others he said it was because he had given his all. 

Amma said, he had lost all through his own folly.  

This is a strange a t t i tude.  The freedom fighters 

who fought for India’s liberty, now feel Jittery in 

the face of freedom. As an activist Appa 

participated in the movement in a very zestful way 

which his wife called his ‘folly. 
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