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Abstract 
An educational institution performs a 

significant function of providing learning 

experiences to lead their students from the 

darkness of ignorance to the light of 

knowledge. Teacher education is a program 

that is related to the development of teacher 

proficiency and competence that would 

enable and empower the teacher to meet the 

requirements of the profession. A profession 

is a vocation founded upon specialized 

educational training, the purpose of which is 

to supply disinterested council and service 

to others, for a direct and definite 

compensation, wholly apart from 

expectation of other business gain. Every 

profession is expected to evolve a set of 

ethical principles to guide the conduct and 

behavior of its professional members. The 

objective of the present study is to describe 

the role of professional ethics in teacher 

education in India. For this, the study 

describes the need of professional ethics, 

professional obligations of a teacher 

towards different sections and benefits of 

following professional ethics in teacher 

education. The study also has an objective to 

give suggestive measures to improve the 

ethical behavior in teacher education. For 

the purpose of conducting this study, the 

present researchers based on secondary 

sources of information from some published 

books and from relevant websites. As, it is 

needed for self satisfaction, to guide the 

conduct and behavior, to shape the 

personality to set up ideals for students and 

improvement for human relations 
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Introduction 
An educational institution performs a 

significant function of providing learning 

experiences to lead their students from the 

darkness of ignorance to the light of 

knowledge. The key personnel in the 

institutions who play an important role to 

bring about this transformation are teachers. 

Teachers play an eminent role in the life of a 

student as well as in the improvement of the 

quality of education. They stand in the 

interface of the transmission of knowledge, 

skills and values. They are accepted as the 

backbone of education system. The 

Education Commission (1964-66) of India 

accepted this influence of teachers in 

powerful words, “No system can rise above 

the status of its teacher…” Similar 

sentiments have been expressed by the 

Delors report (1996), and UNESCO report 

on Teacher and Educational Quality: 

Monitoring Global Needs for 2015(2006). 

Ethics are trends in a way which has been 

established over the years. This sense of the 

word “ethics” is linked directly to the 

original sense of the Greek word ethos, 

which meant “customs”, as did mores the 

Latin root of “morals”.  It deals with moral 

principles usually accepted voluntarily by an 

individual or a group. Statement on 

Professional Ethics was first adopted by the 

Association in 1966. Professional Ethics is 

mainly to provide a guideline and also to 

judge any professional individual. In 

pursuance of the recommendations of the 

National Policy on Education (NPE), 

1986/1992, the National Council of 

Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT) in collaboration with the All India 

Primary Teachers Federation  
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(AIPTF), All India Secondary Teachers 

Federation (AISTF) and All India 

Federation of Educational Associations 

(AIFEA) had developed, for the first time, a 

Code of Professional Ethics for Teachers, in 

1997.  Ethical problems arise most often 

when there are differences of judgment or 

expectations about what constitutes the true 

state of affairs or a proper course of action. 

Professional Ethics concerns one's conduct 

of behaviour and practice when carrying out 

professional work. Such work may include 

consulting, researching, teaching and 

writing.  
 
Review of Literature 
 Dr. Saroj Pandey conducted a study on 

“professionalization of Teacher Education in 

India: A critique of Teacher Education 

Curriculum reforms and its effectiveness.” 

This paper makes a   systematic analysis of 

the teacher education curriculum reforms in 

India, and its effectiveness in developing an 

identity and professionalizing teacher 

education system of the country independent 

of its colonial roots. The study concludes 

that professionalism needs to be instilled in 

each and every phase of teacher preparation 

starting from conceptualization to evaluation 

and appraisal to prepare professionals and 

improve the quality of education. Gordina 

Dodig crukovic conducted a study on “on 

the importance of teaching professional 

ethics to computer   science students.” The 

aim of the study is to shed light upon the 

significance of teaching ethical   issues in 

the field of computing. The study concludes 

that it is both necessary and possible to 

make computer ethics on integral part of 

computing curricula, which is the natural 

way to ensure its integration in the culture of 

the profession. Floyd M. Hammack 

conducted a survey on “Ethical Issues in 

Teacher Education” to identify and 

examines the ethical issues surrounding 

teacher research, especially when the 

participants of the research are the teachers’ 

own students. The study gives suggestions 

as to how the potentiality conflicts and 

ethical problems can be addressed are 

provided, but teacher researchers are 

cautioned that work with their own students 

raises particularly thorny issues. A.K. 

Kulshrestha (2013) conducted a study on 

“Teachers Training and Professional 

Competences” The paper discusses teacher 

training and professional competencies and 

suggests the measures for enhancement and 

development.  

 

Beatrice Avalos have conducted a review of 

publications in Teaching and Teacher 

Education over ten years (2000-2010) on 

teacher professional development. The 

second part, selects from the production nine 

articles for closer examination. The paper 

concludes by noting how the production 

brings out the complexities of teacher 

professional learning and how research and 

development have taken cognizance of these 

factors and provided food for optimism 

about their effects, although not yet about 

their sustainability in time. 

 

Objectives of the Study 
The present study has the following 

objectives:  

1. To describe the need of professional 

ethics in teacher education in India. 

2. To find out the professional obligations 

of a teacher towards different sections. 

3. To identify the benefits of following 

professional ethics in teacher education. 

4. To give suggestive measures to improve 

the ethical behavior in teacher education. 

 
Research Methodology 

The present study is based on the secondary 

sources of information. The information is 

collected from books, journals and various 

websites through the internet. 
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Need of Professional Ethics in Teacher 
Education in India 
Professional ethics encompass the personal, 

organizational and corporate standards of 

behavior expected of professionals. Several 

incident of West Bengal's secondary schools 

scandal happened because of lack of ethical 

accountability of teacher society. (As for 

Example: A nine-year-old student, whose 

teacher had dashed his head on wall for not 

doing his lessons, has died of injuries in 

hospital. A code of ethics is absolutely vital 

in undertaking such a task. Some 

educational establishments such as 

Secondary/Primary schools under West 

Bengal board believe that teachers are 

personally responsible for their acts, and that 

traditional schools do not permit teachers to 

choose their teaching-activity of action 

fully; they do not permit teachers to do as 

they once chosen for their teaching. Why 

Professional Ethics?  The two key words 

here are expert and trust. Two defining traits 

of a profession are 

1. Expertise in a particular area, and 

2. The disposition to apply it responsibly. 

 

The first item calls for professional 

competence. The second calls for 

professional ethics. Professional ethics 

correct us if we are doing any wrong or 

intending. A teacher needs to have 

professional ethics: 

� For self satisfaction 

� To guide the conduct and behavior 

� To shape the personality 

� Development of Society 

� To set up Ideals for Students 

� Improvement of Human Relation 

� Development of Society 

� The Professional Excellence 

� To improve the Professional 

Environment 

� To follow norms and principles of the 

profession. 

 

Professional Obligations of a Teacher 
towards Different Sections 
Obligation is a responsibility which an 

individual imposes on himself. It is ethical 

and in the line of duty. A professional when 

follows rules and regulation and correctly 

interprets it for the progress of humanity. It 

creates a sense of brotherhood which makes 

others respect that individual and his 

profession. All this is done selflessly 

without any pressure. Teacher has obligation 

towards: 

• Higher Authorities  

• Profession  

• Patents  

• Students  

• Society 

 
Obligations of Teachers towards Students 
Students play a very important part in the 

life of a teacher. Because without students, a 

teacher is not said to be a teacher. The 

teachers have the following obligations 

towards their students: 

1. To teach their students diligently, treat 

them fairly and be a model to students in 

terms of social and moral values. 

2.  To realize the highest possible standards 

of productivity in their students. 

3. To prepare and present lessons that will 

enable students to learn the skills and 

concepts contained in their curriculum. 

4. To develop and maintain a comfortable 

classroom atmosphere that will promote 

and support learning. 

5. To develop a clear set of classroom rules 

and procedures and make certain 

students grades are determined. 

6. To provide a fair system of grading. 

7. To encourage students questions and 

struggle to answer them. 

8. To help students learn problem-solving 

skills. 

9. To listen students concerns and 

problems. 
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Obligations of Teachers towards Parents 

 A teacher shall be held professionally 

accountable to the parents of their students. 

Hence, it becomes obligatory on the part of 

the teacher to remain in touch with the 

parents for the well being and educational 

growth of the child. Some obligations 

towards the parents of students are as: 

1. Inform parents frequently of the 

classroom program and student progress. 

2. Return parents’ inquiries or calls as 

quickly as possible. 

3.  Guiding Parents in Deciding the Child‘s   

future.  

4.  Informing about the Attitude and 

aptitude of Child. 

5.  Help Parents in Providing Conducive 

home Environment. 

 

Obligations of Teachers towards Profession 

Teacher profession is considered as one of 

the noblest professions. The most important 

obligations of a teacher are towards his own 

profession. Some of them are as: 

1. Safe-guarding and Enhancing the 

Professional mechanism. 

2. Respecting the Profession. 

3. To be open to professional growth. 

4. Contributing towards the growth of 

Profession. 

5. Maintaining congenial atmosphere at 

work place. 

6. Inspiring people to join the profession. 

7. Active Participation. 

8.  Maintaining Secrecy. 

 
Obligations of Teachers towards Society 
It is expected from a teacher to act, behave 

and display excellent behavior in the society 

so that the society gets new dimensions and 

meaning in life. Since society considers 

teaching a very noble profession therefore 

obligation on the part of the teacher also 

increases to a great extent. Like: 

1. To provide good citizens to society.  

2. To make a student responsible towards 

his rights and duties.  

3. To follow social norms. 

4. To set up of Ethical Standards. 

5. To Develop the Religious tolerance. 

6. To Integrate the National Feeling among 

the students. 

7. To Balance the community relationship. 

 
Obligations of Teachers towards Higher 
Authorities 
Higher Authorities is the section or the 

group of people who have been entrusted 

with the task of formulating and managing 

the rules, regulations and policies for the 

development of the institution. For effective 

functioning and development of any 

institutions, it is important that a teacher 

coordinates his actions with the Higher 

Authorities as per the changing need and 

situation. Hence a teacher should be: 

1. To abide by the rules and regulation.  

2. To act as a link between higher 

authorities and students. 

3. To provide strategic information. 

4. To effectively implement the policies 

and programmes. 

5. To be respectful (courteous) to higher 

authorities. 

 

So, a teacher has lot of obligations towards 

different sections as towards higher 

authorities, students, parents, society and 

profession. And, professional ethics are 

needed to fulfill these obligations towards 

each and every section. Because, Ethics tells 

a teacher about what to do or not to do in a 

particular situation. 

 

Benefits to Follow the Professional Ethics by 
a Teacher 

• Ethical Teachers Have Disciplinary    

competence. 

• Ethical teachers teach effectively 

through Effective Pedagogy. 
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• Ethical Teachers Provide Balanced 

Content and Free Inquiry 

• Ethical Teachers Respect Students 

• Ethical Teachers Foster Academic 

Integrity 

• Ethical Teachers Use Objective and Fair 

Assessments 

• Ethical Teachers Have Professionally 

Appropriate relationships with Their 

Students 

 

Suggestions to Improve the Ethical Behavior 
in Teacher Education 
 We recommend that teachers take a 

proactive stance by developing a deeper 

understanding of ethical teaching and 

reflecting on these principles and their 

application to teaching. The study concludes 

some suggestions to improve the ethical 

behavior in teacher education: 

 

1. A Teacher must be conscious of their 

special duty of care to the students in all 

educational activities in and out of 

school. 

2. A Teacher must demonstrates the 

highest standards of professional 

behaviour, exercise professional 

judgement and act in a courteous and 

sensitive manner when interacting with 

students, parents or caregivers, staff and 

the public and also collaborate in the 

development of school plans, policies 

and programs. 

3. A teacher should treat students 

equitably, including those with 

disabilities or other special needs. 

4. A teacher must meet the individual 

learning needs of students and assist 

each student to maximise his or her 

learning outcomes. 

5. A teacher must effectively manage and 

implement programs for student welfare. 

6. A teacher should undertake appropriate 

ongoing professional development to 

promote competence in curriculum 

development, delivery and evaluation, 

classroom management and teaching 

skills. 

7. A teacher must be familiar with the 

provisions of legislation relevant to their 

official responsibilities. 

8. A teacher must be fair in exercising 

delegated responsibility and promote 

personal and professional development 

of staff. 

9. A teacher must perform their duties 

efficiently and effectively and with 

honesty, integrity and fairness at all 

times. 

10. A teacher must use information gained 

in the course of employment only for 

proper and appropriate purposes. 

 

Conclusion 
Teachers have a responsibility to ensure that 

students gain the knowledge and skills. They 

require becoming effective learners and 

ultimately effective and responsible citizens 

and understanding and appreciating the 

values and beliefs supported by Indian 

society. They also have a responsibility to 

meet the high standards of professional and 

ethical behaviour required by the  public, 

parents and the profession itself.Most ethical 

codes for teachers constitute behavioral 

guidelines, not explicit rules of behavior, 

discussions among teachers as to whether 

particular behavior is or is not ethical can 

often generate diverse opinions and 

perspectives. Professional ethics provide 

guidance for teachers in teaching profession 

and will assist in giving direction to their 

interaction with teaching colleagues.  They 

will also guide teachers in meeting the needs 

of students, in working with parents or 

caregivers and other staff, in liaising with 

the public and in being responsible and 

committed teachers.  
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